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GHOST, is purchased by CHRIST for His whole Church; and sent from HIM and from the FATHER, not exclusively upon any order of men, but upon all, from the highest order of the clergy to the least and lowest of the laity who maintain their spiritual character. As the precious unguent poured upon Aaron's head, flowed not only over his own beard, but even to the skirts of his clothing ; so does that spiritual stream of a holy character, How from the HEAD of the Church, not on those only whose office is sacred, but on those also whose character is sanctified: not only upon those whose part it is to govern, but on those also who must obey in spiritual things. And so it is that the mystical temple of CHRIST " grovveth together in CHKJST, which is the HEAD : from whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body."
And this is, indeed, the right clew to the interpretation of those passages of Scripture in which all CHRIST'S people are designated as priests, and which have been perverted into an authority for the exercise of clerical functions by the laity. It is the spiritual character, not the spiritual office, of every Christian, of which St. Peter speaks, when he says: " Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices unto GOD by JESUS CHRIST." And again: " Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people." So also when St. John says: "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto GOD the FATHER: to HIM be glory and dominion for ever and ever;" and when Moses declares of the Israelites, as they typified the * Christian Church : " Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation:" they convey an assurance to us not of the priestly office, but of the spiritual character and privileges of every member of the Church of CHRIST.
And it is as partaking in this spiritual character with them, that the laity share with the clergy in many other things. They have the same privilege of the Christian